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metropolis.108 The maintenance of bridges was recognized as
especially important, and as, in some measure, a religious
duty. Very often they were entrusted to special wardens, who
were empowered to take toll; thus Eochester Bridge, on the
main route to the ports for France and the Low Countries,
was in the hands of wardens and assistants, who had an
organization similar to that of a gild, and administered, for
the repair of the structure, revenues derived from " proper "
and " contributory " lands.109 But the right of receiving
bridge toll was often obtained by persons who neglected their
duties ; and, in the case of bridges not specially entrusted to
Individuals, it was often a difficult matter to determine which
of the neighbouring landowners was responsible, and still
more difficult to make him pay.uo Inns were plentiful; the
warden of Merton and two of the fellows, travelling on busi-
ness to Northumberland and back in 1332, stayed almost every
night at inns on their way.lu Apparently it was only the
very poor, from charity, or the very powerful, from fear, who
were entertained in monasteries.113

Every town had a market and fixed market days, where,
as now, the surplus produce of the country districts was sold
to the townsfolk, and the manufactures of the town artisans
were sold to the farmers. The possession of a market could
be claimed only on the ground of a royal grant, or of imme-
morial usage; and as it was a valuable right, and the estab-
lishment of a market in the neighbourhood, by diminishing
the trade of those already established, lessened the lords'
profits, there was always the greatest jealousy of any rival,
a jealousy which furnished frequent occasion for lawsuits.
Thus, in the reign of Henry II., the men of Oxford and Wal-
lingford declared that at the Abing-don markets in old time
nothing had been sold except bread and beer, or at any rate
that nothing used to be taken there in boats or waggons.